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2007 Annual Compliance Report 
 

The Department is submitting the State of Iowa Public Drinking Water Program 2007 Annual 
Compliance Report to the Environmental Protection Commission for information purposes. 
 
The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) Amendments of 1996 require the Department to issue an 
annual report of the SDWA violations in the state.  This report fulfills the reporting requirement 
in Iowa for the 2007 calendar year.  It was prepared by the Department’s Water Supply 
Engineering & Operations Sections in the Water Quality Bureau of the Environmental Services 
Division.   
 
Development of the report was accomplished through the use of the state water supply database.  
It was provided to EPA by the July 1st deadline.  An electronic copy will also be provided to the 
Governor, legislative officials, and members of the SDWA Advisory Group.  The report contains 
a summary of the program, description of the requirements that systems must meet, the year’s 
violation statistics, and the list of every system and health-based standard or major monitoring or 
reporting violation incurred during the year. 
 
Report highlights: 
• Both the number of health-based standards violations and the number of public water supply 

systems with violations were very similar to 2006 levels.  Over the past 10 years, the 
percentage of Iowa's 2,000 public water supply systems that are not in compliance with all 
health-based standards ranges from 7.7% to 10.1%.  The three standards that were violated 
most frequently in 2007 were coliform bacteria, nitrate nitrogen, and disinfection byproducts 
(total trihalomethanes and haloacetic acids), which account for 81.3% of the violations.   

• The number of systems with an acute fecal coliform or E. coli bacteria maximum 
contaminant level violation increased in 2007 to the highest level in the past 9 years, with 25 
systems having a total of 27 violations.   

• The 20 systems with an acute nitrate violation in 2007 continue the seven-year trend of 
between 17 – 23 systems violating the nitrate standard each year.  It’s important to note that 
these are not the same systems violating each year.  Violating systems are required to find 
solutions to elevated nitrate levels, usually a new source or installation of treatment.  Other 
systems have rising nitrate levels that eventually exceed the nitrate standard of 10 mg/L and 
then require corrective action.  Only two systems were common to the violation lists of 2003 
and 2007.  One, a golf course, has connected to another system and is no longer a public 
water supply.  The other is a community system that is working towards a solution and has a 
bilateral compliance agreement with the department to either install treatment or find an 
alternate source. 

• One of the newer rules requires monitoring the distribution system for disinfection 
byproducts.  From the high in 2005 (the first year the rule was fully implemented for all 



systems), the number of systems with maximum contaminant level violations and the number 
of those violations have both decreased substantially in the intervening two years. 

• Both the number of major monitoring and reporting violations and the number of systems 
with those violations remained very similar to 2006 levels.  The 78.5% of systems in 
compliance with all major monitoring and reporting violations remained in the past ten-year 
range of 74.8 – 82.7%. 

• There were 12 systems that received a violation for failure to obtain a certified operator 
during the year.   

• There were 33 community systems that failed to prepare and distribute their annual consumer 
confidence report in 2007.   

 
The electronic report is available on the IDNR’s website at: 

http://www.iowadnr.com/water/drinking/reports.html.   
 
Copies of the report are also available to the public upon request. 
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